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I have been fortunate to be an educator for the past 35 years, and for 15 of those years, I have been involved with the
Future Problem Solving Program. During this time, I have made delightful friendships and acquaintances with Affiliate
Directors from across the globe. I have served with them on various committees, been elected to the Board of Trustees and
worked side by side with many of them during the International Conference. Together, across the miles, we lament over the
hours of hard work, how to increase program registrations, where to get more funding, how to conduct evaluator training, and
worry about our over-extended coaches. We envy one another’s affiliate size, share snippets about small successes and
marvel at the vast differences between each program. Yet, one thing is always the same for each of us, and that is the sheer
joy we get from the unbelievable opportunities we experience when we work with the outstanding, amazing, incredible
students in the program. This issue is about them, our students. For the issue, we were able to gather a few testimonials
from just a small percentage of our former participants. These testimonials are just a tiny sample of what Future Problem
Solving can do for your children. We hope that you, too, will be inspired, awe-struck, motivated, and perhaps feel joy or get a
few goose bumps just as we do each time you share your children with us. Please enjoy, and THANK YOU for sharing your
delightful children! ~Cyd Rogers~ Texas Affiliate Director, Past President FPSPI Board of Trustees.

Patrick Rose served in the
Texas House of
Representa7ves from
2002‐2010. At age 24, he
was the youngest member
to have ever been elected
to the Texas House.
"The Texas Future Problem Solving Program gave
me an opportunity to grow and compete, at an
early age. I give my profound thanks to all those
professionals involved in the program over the
years, and my congratulations to all the successful
young people who make this program, and all of
us, extremely proud."
Former Texas State Representative, Patrick Rose
Former FPS Student Dripping Springs, Texas
Princeton University B.A.
University of Texas J. D.

Jason Navarino...
Recently, I spoke on the phone with a reporter from the Great
Lakes Echo, an online newspaper run out of Michigan State
University. The reporter, a Michigan FPS alum, asked for my
thoughts on how FPS helps students to deal with environmental
issues. While I'm no environmental scientist or even an
environmental policy maker, her questions gave me an
opportunity to reflect on how FPS has shaped my life - my
passions, my career, and my plans for the future.
I've been involved with FPS since the seventh grade - as a
student, evaluator, affiliate director, and board member, as well
as the program's attorney for the past several years. I
remember reading while in high school - during an International
Conference practice session - about a major that my soon-to-be
college (Princeton University) offered that placed students on
"task forces" to research and develop public policy solutions on
various global issues. I quickly realized that "policy task force"
was just another name for "FPS team," and knew from that day
forward what I planned to major in when I got to college.
Jason’s Story Continued on page 2
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Cont. from pg. 1

FPS as real *me Problem

From public policy studies, law school
(Yale) seemed like the next logical step. I
Solving in Mission Control
wrote in my application essay that I was
proud to be a problem solver, and wanted
More than 200 miles above your head, the Interna7onal Space Sta7on orbits at
to study law so that I could be better
17,500 miles per hour with a crew of six astronauts living and working onboard.
equipped to solve big problems. And that
The astronauts are supported by countless systems that must all func7on
is exactly what law school prepared me to
do. As a lawyer, I am a professional
perfectly in order to provide air and water, establish communica7ons between
Earth and the Sta7on, keep the sta7on pointed in the right direc7on, and provide problem solver. Law school exams are
often called "issue spotters" - they give
electricity. The Mission Control Center (MCC) at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in you a story, and you have to identify what
Houston, TX monitors the systems of the space sta7on and coordinates ac7vi7es laws are being implicated or violated.
They say "issue spotter," and I say "Step
with interna7onal control centers in Russia, Germany, and Japan. The en7re
1 - Identifying Challenges." But just as
network, on the ground and in space, is streamlined and generally func7ons
Step 1 doesn't even get you halfway
without a hitch… but what could go wrong?
through the process, a lawyer who merely
identifies roadblocks facing his/her client
Future Problem Solving skills were essen7al while working in Mission Control for does the client no favor. A lawyer who
the Interna7onal Space Sta7on. My fuzzy each day was the preceding paragraph, adds value and wins the client's trust is
one who identifies the impediments,
modiﬁed by the “liZle things” that come up in the day‐to‐day opera7ons of a
suggests ways to work around them, and
space sta7on the size of a 3‐bedroom home. My job in the MCC was to monitor
helps the client achieve his or her goals the environmental and thermal systems of the Sta7on – in short, to ensure that
in other words, someone who can work all
the crew of 6 astronauts had plenty of fresh water and clean, comfortable air in
six steps of the FPS process. Oh, and
research and creativity help, too.
which to live and work. On most days, this involved taking stock of the
environmental systems and using their current status to predict the availability of
I am still proud to be a problem solver,
air and water days and weeks into the future. The “regenera7ve” life support
and grateful for the tools and confidence
system of the space sta7on, which recycles air and water so that the crew can
that FPS has given me to help me
achieve my goals.
live on orbit without constant resupply from Earth, relies on a ﬁne balance

Tess Caswell...

between input (waste water) and output (clean water for drinking and oxygen
Jason Navarino
genera7on). What would happen if the crew started drinking more water,
Princeton University, 2004, A.B.
altering the output rate? What if condensa7on rates changed, altering the input? Yale Law School, 2007, J.D.
What would happen if the Water Processor malfunc7oned and we couldn’t
Jason served as
generate clean water? This “water balance” was an ever‐changing fuzzy. I would
Policy Chair for
generate op7ons, choose the best one, and implement that best solu7on by
the Board of
sending commands to the space sta7on or planning an ac7vity for the crew to
Trustees for six
add or subtract water from the system.
years.
Jason competed
Some7mes, working in the MCC required rapid use of FPS skills. An example of
in the
this was my sixth day ever working in Mission Control, when the External
New Jersey
Thermal Control System (ETCS) that cools the Space Sta7on failed suddenly and
Aﬃliate.
without warning. Systems inside the Sta7on, like the regenera7ve life support
I graduated from SoHi Alaska in 2004 and
hardware men7oned above, began to overheat rapidly. This required that I
then from University of Alaska Fairbanks in
assess all of the diﬀerent systems I was responsible for, decide which required
2009. My major was Mechanical
the most immediate aZen7on, and act quickly to protect them from overhea7ng. Engineering with an Aerospace Emphasis. I
Instead of two hours for my problem solving, I had 15 minutes.
then moved to Houston and worked as an
ETHOS (NASA subsidiary) for 3 years before
The ability to assess a situa7on from mul7ple angles, determine points of
deciding to go back to school, which is what
weakness, priori7ze problems, and then generate and compare mul7ple
I'm up to now. I'm in the PhD program at
Brown University, studying Planetary
solu7ons was an integral aspect of life in the Mission Control Center. Future
Geology. I'm not en7rely sure where I'll go
Problem Solving prepared me for the fast‐paced environment of Space Sta7on
aier this, but I'm enjoying learning about
command by ins7lling such problem solving strategies from a young age. By the
the geology of Earth and the rest of the
7me I got to NASA they were second nature. On the day that the ETCS failed, FPS planets and moons in our solar system!
helped me prevent the loss of cri7cal systems of the Interna7onal Space Sta7on.
Tess Caswell

Carol Griffin...
As a student participating in FPS I never considered the life-long
impact the program would have on me. It was a fun activity that
encompassed all of my favorite things; a team of my friends,
competition, intellectually challenging topics and skits. It wasn’t
until I began my career in the pharmaceutical industry that I
realized the skills I developed in FPS were put to use almost every
day.
In my role as a quality assurance specialist I used problem solving
to investigate and recommend corrective actions to manufacturing
issues. While leading a computer system implementation project,
my FPS skills were put into action developing user requirements
(solution criteria), performing risk assessments (problems) and
brainstorming configuration possibilities (solutions). I currently
work as a regulatory scientist. One of my primary responsibilities
is to research new Food and Drug Administration drug and
medical device regulations, determine the impact on our business
and recommend ways we can comply with the rules. This is,
essentially, a fancy way to say I go through the FPS process daily.
The regulations are my scenario, and my recommendation the
action plan.

Carol Russell Griffin

Carol was one of my ﬁ/h graders. She’s not only a scien9st but a mom of
two li<le girls. She and her husband will be moving from CT to IN (job
related) this summer. She asked if she could get involved with FPSP again.
I’m so excited to have another graduate of mine return to the Indiana
program.
Carole Savitsky ~Indiana Aﬃliate Director
Joey Pustejovsky...
In this changing world of ours, it is futile to try and teach students
what is most important at any one given time. It is better to teach
students how to think, to teach the students how to analyze and
understand any issue, past, present or future, so they themselves
are self-reliant, capable of handling anything. I myself participated in
Future Problem Solving and can personally account for the
transformation it brings about in students. It unlocks a student's
imagination, creativity and ability, so that, when the world and
everything in it changes, the student can change along with it. If we
had to pick a singular skill which summarizes FPS, it would be the
capacity to learn skills in all areas. Therefore, FPS has the chance
to help all students achieve any goal they want in any area they
desire. It is as if a key is given to the students, a key which can
unlock any door. Thus, the student's future is open to conquer the
improbable and achieve the impossible.

Thomas Tredennick...
“Future Problem Solving was an integral part of my
educational development. Not only did I learn a
useful problem solving method, I also learned how
to effectively articulate my conclusions to others.
The skills I learned as a fourth grader and honed
through the rest of my academic career served as
valuable tools while pursuing a biological
engineering degree at Cornell University and
Masters of Bioscience at the Keck Graduate
Institute. Developing methods to efficiently work in a
team and solve problems under time constraints
has been extremely useful in academia as well as
out of it. Almost every day at my job in the Project
Management Office at Baxter Bioscience my team
and I are presented with challenges that do not
have straightforward answers and require critical
thinking skills to solve. I’ve developed a distinct skill
set that allows me to see a problem from many
different angles and evaluate diverse courses of
action before proceeding. Future Problem Solving
built an extremely effective architecture I still use
today when facing most challenges.”

Thomas Tredennick
Opera7on Development Program Associate
Project Management Oﬃce
Baxter Healthcare
Thousand Oaks, CA
Graduate of Lubbock, Texas

Joseph Christopher Pustejovsky
Future Problem Solving Participant
2003 - 2006 Sinton, Texas
2010 B. A. Business Leadership University of Dallas
2011 Language & Cultural Assistant La Junta de Andalucia-Cordoba, Spain
Current MBA Candidate Loyola University

“Future Problem Solving is the key that unlocks the ability to
discover the future of our world and so much more!” Quote from

an
Australian student following the 2012 International Conference (overheard in the Indianapolis airport).

Amy Cronkhite...
I grew up in Soldotna, Alaska where I participated in Future Problem Solving from 4th grade until I graduated from high
school. I attended college at the University of Alaska Fairbanks where I earned a bachelor degree in political science. I
am now a lobbyist in the insurance industry in Phoenix, Arizona. In my spare time I volunteer with FPS as an evaluator.
When I first started doing Future Problem Solving in elementary school I enjoyed it because it was an escape from the
classroom to interact with other gifted students. While in middle school I was on a team that consisted of my three
closest girlfriends and we did FPS because it was fun and we got to spend time together doing it. In high school I was
a part of the same team and we enjoyed FPS because it had been a part of our life for so long and we loved the
process. By the time I graduated high school I had attended the International Competition six times and every time was
a life changing experience.
During FPS we were always told by our coaches that we will use this process for the rest of our lives. I didn’t realize
how true that was until I started my career and bought a home.
I work as a lobbyist in the insurance industry. I LOVE my job. Not only do I get to interact with interesting people every
day, but I get to analyze public policy. Whenever I analyze a new piece of policy I utilize the FPS process. First I look at
the big picture. How will this affect the state? With those effects in mind, how will this affect my industry? Are these
positive effects or negative effects? Once I have picked out the problems with the policy I determine the best solutions.
I turn these solutions into amendments and change the policy so that our problems are solved.
When I bought my house I used the criteria process. My husband and I looked at close to thirty homes by the time we
found the final three we were interested in. We were very overwhelmed by all the options and couldn’t decide which
house to put our offer on. I took out a piece of paper and listed our most important items in a home: big backyard, pool,
updated interior, good neighborhood, and garage. Just like in the FPS criteria, I laid everything out on a grid and went
to work. The house that had the most points was the house we ended up buying. We are very happy in our home and I
know that the criteria process worked for us. One of the reasons it was so helpful was because none of the houses
had every criteria that we wanted, and the ones that did have the items that we wanted had them in different ways.
The criteria allowed me to objectively look at each house and assign it a numerical value.
I can confidently say that Future Problem Solving was the best program I have ever participated in. It teaches students
problem solving skills, team work, and time management. I am still involved in FPS as an evaluator and I love going to
the state and international competitions. Seeing the future generation participate in such a great program makes me
proud. I remember the excitement and nervousness that came before a competition. I remember quizzing each other
on the process and the research that we had done. Some of my favorite memories are those of my team running up on
stage to accept our trophies and the pride we all felt knowing what we had accomplished. I hope that many more
students can have these great experiences and utilize this program in their everyday lives.
Amy Cronkhite, Phoenix, Arizona
Dear Parents,
We hope you are ﬁnding our PARENT NEWSLETTERS informa7ve. They are distributed both to
your aﬃliate director and through our FPSPI website, www.fpspi.org, in the PARENTS sec7on. Please
click on PARENTS on the lei hand side of the FPSPI home page.
We are enjoying wri7ng the newsleZers for you. If there is a topic you would like to know
more about, please email Deb, at dwoythal@gmail.com. We’ll try to address your request in a
subsequent newsleZer.
We con7nue to have an OPPORTUNITY for you, our parent readers. If you email me that you
have received and read our March NewsleZer, I will put your name in a drawing for a $25 cer7ﬁcate
for our online store, the FPSPI Mart, aﬀec7onately known as the Zippy‐Mart.
Diane Fisher of the Georgia Aﬃliate was the February winner. CONGRATULATIONS, DIANE!
My husband, Tom, loves to draw names out of a hat, and if you are the fortunate recipient of
this month’s drawing, I will contact you to tell you how to redeem your cer7ﬁcate. Please email me
before the end of the month, as the drawing will take place March 31st.
Sincerely,
Deb Woythal and The Parent Outreach CommiZee

Angela Wrage...
If I could go back in 7me to when my eleven‐year‐old self was wri7ng her very ﬁrst GIPS packet, I would tell her to get ready,
because she was about to start the journey of a life7me. Since that ﬁrst packet, FPSPI has shaped my life in ways that I could never
have imagined. The friendships I have made and the skills I have learned through my involvement in FPS have had a huge impact
on the person I am today, and I wouldn’t trade my experiences for the world.
My FPSPI career included par7cipa7on in scenario wri7ng and individual and team GIPS. In 2006, I qualiﬁed for the interna7onal
conference for the ﬁrst 7me as a seventh‐grader. That was the start of a six‐year streak, and I aZended IC every year from then
un7l my gradua7on in 2011. The opportuni7es provided by FPS were even more important to me because of my background; I
grew up in Gladbrook, Iowa, a small town with about 900 people. Throughout school, I struggled to ﬁnd other students in my 62‐
person class who shared my love of learning. FPS gave me the opportunity to branch out and meet other students like me,
whether they lived a few towns over or on the other side of the world. In fact, I have met some of my best friends through FPS.
This network of like‐minded individuals has been a source of great support and encouragement for me; FPS showed me that there
really are other people out there who share my interests and talents.
Future Problem Solving has also helped me develop the skills I need to handle the challenges that life brings my way. I am currently
in my second year as a student at the University of Northern Iowa, double majoring in chemistry (B.S.) and biology (B.S.) with a
minor in music on the euphonium. As a Presiden7al Scholar, I am required to work with eight other students to put together a
service project that will beneﬁt our campus community. My group decided to establish an on‐campus, student‐run vegetable
garden to help educate students about where their food comes from. My problem solving skills have helped me immensely
throughout every step of this process, from researching and iden7fying an “underlying problem” to brainstorming solu7ons,
evalua7ng them, and developing a plan of ac7on. My teammates have deﬁnitely no7ced the impact that FPS has had on my
approach to the project; they have even asked me for more informa7on about the FPS process in order to improve their own
problem solving skills.
I cannot imagine where I would be today without FPS. In fact, I love the program so much that I became an evaluator shortly aier
my high school gradua7on, and I plan to volunteer at IC for a second 7me this summer. FPSPI has had a profound impact on my
life, and I know that it can have this eﬀect on others, as well. The support of my coach, Paqe Bailey, and my parents, Nathan and
Jennifer Wrage, meant everything to me; I guarantee that your support of this program is just as important to those you care
about. On behalf of FPSers everywhere, thank you for everything you do.

Parents and Affiliate Directors:
If you have other testimonials you would like to share,
we would love to have them! Please feel free to write
one yourself, or have your current or former FPSers
write a testimonial and send to either Deb Woythal,
parent committee chair at dwoythal@gmail.com or our
newsletter editor, Cyd Rogers at
rogers.cyd2@gmail.com. We will include more
testimonials periodically. Also, please encourage
your FPSPI graduates to join our Alumni Association!

Angela Wrage

Iowa FPSer

GlPS Evaluator
FPSPI Volunteer
Current student at
University of
Northern Iowa

Manifesto for Children
•Don’t be afraid to fall in love with something and pursue it with intensity.
•Know, understand, take pride in, practice, develop, exploit, and enjoy your greatest strengths.
•Learn to free yourself from the expectations of others and walk away from the games they impose on you.
Free yourself to play your own game.
•Find a great teacher or mentor who will help you.
•Don’t waste energy trying to be well-rounded.
•Do what you love and can do well.
•Learn the skills of interdependence.
Written by Dr. E. Paul Torrance, Founder of the Future Problem Solving Program, 1983

